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we began by postulating—the industrial system had not
then broken down—that every manufacturer when applying
to open a factory or to be allowed to keep going one that was
in existence must sign an undertaking to pay every one of
his employees a real wage of four hundred a year . . . that
is to say a wage that rose with the rise and fell with the
fall of prices so that it always had the same purchasing
power. . . . And provide him with enough garden land
to supply his family with all their vegetables. . . . No,
Tories do not love manufacturers. They want to get rid of
them.
In such communities the functionaries would damn well
have to be-Sir every member of the public or lose their
jobs and no one would eat anything out of a can. , . . Four
hundred a year was what my father had when he married. .. .
§
Well, on this boat the officials treat the passengers like dogs
. . . and there are no vegetables, even out of cans. . . . The
food is fantastically barbarous; the purser who invented it
must have had an imaginative genius. When you look at
a specimen bill of fare provided by the publicity department
of the company you see that you are to have a wide variety
of dishes . . . roast beef, navarinof lamb printanUre^blanquette
de veau, gigot de pre sale. . . . The proper middle-class house-
hold food. You think it looks all right and wonder how they
can do it for the money. . . . They don't.
You sit down to your first meal and discover that the
roast beef is braised silverside . . . which is not too bad.
Silverside is not a roasting joint, but it does pretty well for
braising, and the cook is pretty good. What follows is not
his fault.
For when you come to the next meal and your navarin of
lamb you start with amazement at the first taste. It is a sort
of navarin all right . . . but the meat is the same sort of
silverside of beef that you had at lunch. And the meat of
the leg of mutton is silverside of beef, and the veal is the
same thing and the ham with madeira sauce. . . . All the
meat to the end of the voyage.

